The goal is to enable and enhance access to our works.
We want to facilitate appropriate use and reuse of objects made available online. The statements are not licenses and don't replace more detailed local rights info.
At WashU, we've implemented for Omeka and DLXS.
Washington University Libraries hosts thousands of digital objects and contributes metadata to aggregation platforms like DPLA via participation in Missouri Hub. We began re-assessing materials and updating rights information in 2016.
There are three categories and 12 statements to apply. The statements are high-level summaries of the underlying object's rights status. You store the URI in a metadata element or property associated with the item.
No foolproof approach-but can establish parameters.
Organizations vary in sta ng, holdings, and priorities. It can be di cult to nd and interpret the relevant law. But the statements serve an informational purpose, and it's possible to draw lines that shape your basic decision-making process.
OUR PROCESS CHALLENGES
Institutional capacity to apply at the item-level
Works need be evaluated individually. But it may not be practical to assess every object in a collection before assigning it a rights statement.
Foreign works governed by di erent rules
Our focus is U.S. copyright law, where duration may di er from country of origin. Most materials published abroad a er 1923 still protected.
Status determinations-preparing for future
Copyright terms expire. E.g. On January 1, 2018, works by authors who died before 1948 become public domain. How will you update records?
Limiting ¯\_( )_/T here are many resources to help you understand, interpret, and apply the law to speci c facts. But be advised: certainty is nearly impossible.
DECISION POINTS
Publication, notice, and registration Unpublished, "generally published," and "limited publication" are legal distinctions relevant to assessing the status of works created in the United States between 1923 and 1977. Some of this material is subject to requirements of notice (1923 ( to March 1, 1989 and registration renewal (1923 to 1964) , in order to be protected.
PDM vs. NKC vs. NoC-US
Can you use public domain mark for very old, unpublished works, if protection potentially persists in other countries? What is appropriate pre-1923 publication date for assigning "No Known Copyright" instead of "No Copyright -U.S.?" 1837 | 1850 | 1896 | 1909 | 1923 | 1946 | 1964 | 1977 | 1989 Creation/publication date determines the law(s) to apply, so successive Copyright Acts and Treaties may need to be considered when analyzing a work's status.
Reconciling with repository-level notes
More granular local rights info on provenance, rightsholders, desired citation, etc. should be consistent with the statement chosen-and may entail additional review. Works Registered or First Published in the U.S.
